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The gospel in the language of Ewe
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Translating the Bible into the
mother tongue of a congregation is
essential if church-goers are to grasp
the meaning of the gospel text. But
in Ghana there are many tribes and
peoples who have never heard the
scripture in a language they can
understand.

The language commonly spoken In the
Volta Region of Ho is Ewe. Scholars have
been working hard to translate the liturgy

Baptism service

into this language. However, about 80 per
cent of the people here are illiterate. So
putting the translation into a book is still
not much help.

Another problem in Ho is that three of
the priests do not have Ewe as their
mother tongue.

The diocese has a solution. It is planning
to train the priests to understand the
language better so that they can teach the
congregation the liturgy in Ewe by rote.

Teaching the teachers

The government in Ghana has
announced new legislation
requiring all school teachers, even in
remote regions, must be fully
qualified in order to teach.

This affects two ministers from Ho who
are working as school teachers, despite
having not completed secondary school
education themselves. To keep with the
new legislation, the diocese is sending the
two ministers to Ho Polytechnic so that
they can earn the qualifications required
to continue teaching.

USPG missionary Elizabeth Sidwell said:

‘The exams will not only enable the
ministers to continue teaching, they will
also give them the opportunity to study
for a degree. The importance of
qualifications, both for job opportunities
and for self-confidence, is very high.
Dioceses with a university have well-
qualified priests, but in Ho we have no
graduates. In many ways | feel thisis a
good thing, as it means there is not too
large a gap between the ideas and hopes of
the priests and their people. | hope the
education won’t separate them too far
from their congregations.’

The rains begin

The Diocese of Ho experiences major rains
and minor rains. The minor rains this year
appear to have been good and there is
hope that the minor harvest in November
—the second harvest of the year — will be
good, though it will not fully compensate
for the poor main harvest earlier this year.

Encouraging the youth

The church is encouraging young people
to attend services by offering music lessons
and encouraging involvement in church
through the boys’ and girls’ brigades.

Elizabeth said: ‘Children from the
Anglican junior school came to music
lessons three times a week for four months,
and there have been others who have been
keen to join in. The girl who plays the
trumpet seems to be a born leader. Let’s
hope she comes back to the village after
her secondary education.’

The musicians have played at many
processions and at a funeral. The children
were taught to march by a local policeman.

Elizabeth continued: ‘The children
march beautifully. Many wore their new
uniforms, which is one of the attractions,
as Ghanaians love uniforms!’

It is hoped that as the church gets more
involved with children’s work, the children
will become a stronger part of church life
in Ho - perhaps even becoming leaders
and ministers themselves one day.

Give thanks

e For Elizabeth and her work in Ghana.
* For the commitment of the church
leaders in Ho to local needs.

e For the minor rains.

Have you sent back your Project Christmas card yet? It’s not too late. If you
have not received your Christmas card, please contact the Projects team on

020 7803 3441, or email: projects@uspg.org.uk
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Funds needed to support Mampong Babies’ Home in Ghana

In rural areas of Ghana, the maternal old enough to walk and eat local foods. many of whom are migrant labourers and

mortality rate is high. Many women all of whom are very poor.

cannot get to a clinic or hospital in time Against the background of that big ‘IF’,

and complications frequently occur. The the Mampong Babies’ Home was This year we still need to raise

brutal facts of life decree that if a mother ~ brought into being in 1969. The home £3,588 to support the home.

dies, it is simply expected that her baby takes in babies whose mothers have

will also die. died during or after childbirth and For more details about Mampong Babies’
nurtures them through the vulnerable Home, please contact our Projects team

Avrtificial feeding in rural areas is difficult. first years. They are then reunited with on 020 7803 3441 or email

Lack of pure water supplies make it the surviving members of their family— projects@uspg.org.uk

dangerous, even if extremely expensive

powdered milk is available, and possible Please pray

foster mothers often have little enough « For Elizabeth and her work in Ghana.

milk for their own babies. The extended
family system is thriving and can usually
absorb a motherless child—if the child is

= For the work of the Anglican church in Ho.
 For the Anglicans as they learn more about Jesus teaching in their own language.

You ca

Just fill in the form below and return

Please consider giving towards the Mampong Babies’ Home Project.

£10 from each supporter would make a difference this year.
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)

7
IN

Name: Address:

Yes, Today | would like to support Project 417: Mampong Babies’ Home in Ghana

Tel:

e-mail:

Please provide your email address if you are interested

in receiving updates about our work via e-mail

I would like my monthly standing order to be
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One off gift
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Please make your cheque payable to USPG or give your card details here
Credit/Debit/CAF Card No. (Please delete as appropriate)

Expiry date / (Switch only) issue no. :l

Please be assured that everything detailed on this form is
confidential. We will however, record your contact details on

Signature | | Date |

| our computer and send you regular updates of our work. If you
would prefer not to be written to, please tick this box: [J

Gift Aid makes every £1 worth £1.28

[J I'am a UK taxpayer and | would like USPG to treat all donations that | have made since 6 April 2000 as well as any future donations as Gift Aid
until | notify them otherwise. You must pay an amount of income or capital gains tax equal to the tax we reclaim on your donation.

Please send this form to: USPG Projects, Freepost LON7765, London SE1 8YZ

Any money received over the project requirement in any particular year will be allocated to other areas of USPG’s work.
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