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Thanksgiving

for the Gift of a Child
Welcome & Introduction

"Children are a gift from the Lord; they are a real blessing" (Psalm 127:4)
We have children on trust to us – it is a great privilege, and an awesome
responsibility.

We are here today to give thanks for these children, with their family and friends, and to support their parents in their responsibilities with prayer and love. God became one of us in Jesus, and understands all that surrounds the arrival and upbringing of children. It is God's purpose that children should know love within the stability of their home, grow in faith in Jesus Christ, and so come at last to the eternal city where his love reigns supreme.

The works of the Lord are great: his mercy endures for ever.

Mary gave birth to a child and called him Jesus: he will save his people from their sins.

He will be called the prince of Peace: his kingdom will last forever.

Thanksgiving

Minister: Do you receive this child as a gift from God? Parents: We do

Minister: Do you wish to give thanks to God and seek his blessing? Parents: We do

The parents say

God our Father, you have shown us your love in giving us this baby: we thank you with all our hearts. Help us to be faithful and wise parents; make us patient and understanding, that N may always be sure of our love and grow up to be happy and responsible, loving and secure; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, the creator of life, maker of heaven and earth, we thank you for all creation, and especially for the life of N . Thank you for the family who will love and care for him/her,

and thank you for giving us the privilege of watching and helping as he/she grows.

Accept out thanks and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The ministry of the word

Bible reading - Mark 10:13-16

People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to lay his hands upon them in blessing, but the disciples tried to discourage them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them:

"You must let the little children come to me: never stop them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it" And he took the children in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.

Address

Blessing of the Child and the Family

The minister takes the child, and asks the parents what name they have given to the child.

As Jesus took children in his arms and blessed them, so now we ask God's blessing on N.

N, may God the Father who created you, sent his Son to redeem you, and his Holy Spirit to dwell in you; bless you, and cause you to seek and to find and to know him through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, may N  learn to love all that is true, grow in wisdom and strength, and in due time, come to faith in Jesus Christ our Lord, and to the fullness of your grace. Amen.

The minister prays for the parents

May God the Father of all bless N and N and give them the grace to love and care for N. May God give them wisdom, patience and faith, help them to provide for N's needs and, by their example, reveal the love and truth that are in Jesus Christ. Amen
Commission

A copy of one of the Gospels or a Bible is presented to the parents:

Receive this book.

It is the good news of God's love. Take it as your guide.

The minister asks the parents:

N and N, will you look after N as a gift from God on trust to you and will you love and care for him/her?

Parents: We will.

The minister asks the supporting friends:

Will you encourage and support N and N , the parents of N, as they seek to bring him/her up, and in due course will you support N as he/she grows?

Supporting Friends: We will.

The minister asks all the friends and family:

Will you, the relatives and friends of this family, surround them with your love and care in the years ahead?

Friends and family: We will.

May God give you the wisdom and the grace to complete these works which you have undertaken today.

Prayers

God our creator, thank you

for the gift of these children.

May we be patient and understanding, ready to guide and forgive,

so that through our love,

they may come to know your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lords Prayer The Blessing
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