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FEBRUARY
1st

Sat

Charity Auction of Surplus Christmas Gifts at 2pm in
Church Hall (Viewing from 1.30pm)

2nd Sun

Presentation of Christ in the Temple 8am Holy Communion; 9.15am Parish Communion; 11am Holy Communion at Newton.

3rd Mon

Holy Communion @ Hollygarth at 2pm. All Welcome

4th

Tues

Little Fishes at 9.30am in Christ Church

5th

Wed

11th Tues

Mothers Union Annual Meeting at 2pm - beginning with
MU Service in Coffee Lounge. (No communion in Church.)
4th Sunday before LENT 8am Holy Communion; 9.15am
Parish Communion; 11am Come and Praise: 4pm Education
Alternative Service - All Welcome.
Little Fishes at 9.30am in Christ Church:

14th Fri

Christ Church Visitors meet at 1.45pm in Upper Room

16th Sun

3rd Sunday before LENT (Foodbank Sunday) 8am Holy
Communion; 9.15am Parish Communion; 11am All Age
Service at Newton.
2nd Sunday before LENT 8am Holy Communion; 9.15am
Parish Communion.

9th Sun

23rd Sun

Items in Magenta all take place at St Oswald’s Church at Newton, and
the remainder at Christ Church, unless otherwise stated.

Spire Increase in Price
Since the colour paper edition of Spire began three years ago, our
printers have kindly held the price to 50p per copy. Unfortunately,
production costs have risen this year, so we are increasing the price to
60p per copy from this month - or £6 for the full year. We have decided
to do this rather than take in adverts to ensure plenty of the content
you hopefully enjoy.
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Too Busy for Eternity?
A few quieter days over Christmas gave me chance to read a
couple of books out of choice and not necessity.
The first was Christianophobia by Rupert Shortt, which details the
situation of the Christian minorities in many countries today,
who are suffering considerable persecution, but the West is
simply ignoring their plight. Many of the countries of persecution are Muslim
dominated countries in the Middle East, where non Muslims (not just Christians)
are very much second class citizens with less rights than the Muslim majority.
Ironically they are often considered pawns of the West, regardless of the fact that
many of them were living there long before Mohammed was even born! (ie like the
Copts in Egypt and the Christian Communities in Persia, Iraq and Syria) It’s not just
Muslim lands, in India Christians also have a hard time with Hindu fundamentalists,
and similar situations exist with Buddhists in Burma and Atheists in North Korea
and China.
If minorities were suffering such harassment and discrimination in this country,
there would be hell to pay and the media would be in overdrive in indignation, but
Rupert Shortt wonders why the West is silent at Christians suffering. In many
Middle Eastern Countries where they have been for 2,000 years, they are increasingly an endangered species. Their loss will also be felt by many moderate Muslims
who have valued their voice of sanity and fairness, when they have been afraid to
speak out themselves.
What I found particularly disturbing about all this, is when I went to write about
it, I discovered that I had already previewed this book from an article in the
Barnabas Fund magazine in February Spire last year, and had forgotten all about it.
The devil doesn’t have to win an argument, just to keep us so occupied with other
arguments that we forget what is really important. Life can be so busy, that we can
lose sight of the wood because there are too many trees in the way! I commend
this book to you - again.
The other book I have just finished reading was recommended by a church
member who had recently lost her son. It is called Proof of Heaven: A Neurosurgeon’s Journey into the Afterlife by Eben Alexander.
Eben was a neurosurgeon working in a hospital in America, when in 2008 he
contracted meningitis and was in a deep coma for seven days. Most adults don’t
survive such an experience and those who do may find considerable damage to
their brains.
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Instead of this, Eben had a profound Near Death
Experience where he believes he travelled to the
next life and even met with God. Whatever his
experience was, he has certainly come back a
changed man as a consequence. Having heard many
of his patents over the years describe similar experiences only for him to mentally dismiss them, he now
feels that as a Neurosurgeon himself who has had
this experience, that he should stand by it.
I have over the years encountered several people
who have had similar experiences, often just before
they have been resuscitated in operating Theatres.
One person told me of an experience of being
drawn to the light, which welcomed them, but didn’t judge them. They insisted that
they would never fear death again.
Eben’s experience has convinced him that we are not so much human beings
having a spiritual experience, but rather spiritual beings having a human experience. He found love and healing deep within his experience and now works to
spread that message
What is the truth of these experiences? As Christians we firmly believe in another
life after this one, and at all Funeral Services I commend people to it. No, we don’t
know all about it, but sometimes we are privileged to have a glimpse. That glimpse
may come through the scriptures, our prayers or worship - but may also come
through other “non-religious” experiences of life. What we need to keep is an
open mind, for just like the busyness that kept me away from remembering the
persecuted Church, I wonder how much the busyness of life and the cynicism of
the world blind us to the spiritual life going on around us all the time?
May you find time in life to smell the flowers.
Paul

EDUCATION SUNDAY
9th February @ 4pm
Come along and join us celebrating Education in our village together with
staff and children from our schools at the Education Alternative at 4pm
(Preceded by tea and coffee from 3.30pm)

Roger Steps Down from All Saints
Back in 1996, following the death of
Mike Norgan, Roger Arkell kindly
agreed to become the new Custodian of
All Saints. He had a tough act to follow,
for Maurice Hodgson, who had done so
much to maintain All Saints long before
it was fashionable, was still around to
see what he was doing.
There was never any worry, for Roger
gave himself wholeheartedly to this voluntary role and has put innumerable
hours in over the years in meeting with
Architects,
Surveyors,
craftsmen,
Churchwardens and representatives of English Heritage as he sought to maintain
the gem of a Church we have in our midst, as well as attending meetings elsewhere
supporting our local heritage.
For Roger, All Saints Church is far more than a historic building, it is alive and
speaks to people today giving them peace and inspiration. He was always delighted
that services still happened in All Saints, from the summertime Wednesday
morning Communions and Sunday evening services, to the annual Captain Cook’s
Service and the packed crowds at the annual Christmas Carol Service.
For many years Roger worked with John Huddlestone on the day to day maintenance, and with Ray Huddlestone who organises the Church Guides. All the
Guides will bear witness to the frequency of Roger’s visits to All Saints, as he both
loved Church and the visitors who came to see it, and on occasions even invited
some back home for lunch!
Roger has now decided as he approaches a big birthday, that now is the time for
him to step down and hand over to others, whilst he is still enjoying the work.
We thank Roger immensely for all his work over the years, and to his dear wife
Anne, who has supported him throughout and coped with all his absences when
at Church. We know that Roger will miss All Saints, but it is doubtful that he will
miss filling in Faculty Forms (Church Planning Permission)!
Well done Roger for all that you have given.

5

Trainee Reader at Christ Church
A new face will be appearing at Church until Easter,
as we have a trainee Reader with us to experience
life in a different Parish.
Jane Robson comes from the Parish of Saint
George’s, Normanby (where Diane Colbert also
came from, and who may have suggested us to
Jane.) Saint George’s Church is more Evangelical
than Christ Church and more informal in its worship. It is linked in a team ministry with Christ
Church in Eston, and so Jane will be helping out in both. She will get a different
experience from being with us, but hopefully both an enjoyable one and a
useful one, so please make her welcome.
During the week Jane works as a Hospital Pharmacist at North Tees Hospital.

Bradley School of Dance
& Musical Theatre
Proudly Present

Dance Spectacular
Sunday 16th February 2014 at 3pm
Middlesbrough Theatre
Tickets £10: £9 Concessions

Box Office 01642 81 51 81
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Where There’s a Will
An article regarding Wills in our November
Magazine prompted a response from a solicitor
living in Great Ayton who specialises in Wills,
Probate and Lasting Powers of Attorney.
Andrew Blair, who is also the assistant organist
at Guisborough Parish Church, works for Smith
and Graham Solicitors in Hartlepool, a long
established High Street firm. They have formed
links with charitable organisations, clubs and
community groups in Hartlepool by donating a
proportion of the cost of setting up a Will to a person’s nominated charity
or club.
Having read in Spire the article concerning Wills, and in particular our need
for funds to restore the Church Pipe Organ, Andrew felt that he could also
offer a similar service to Great Ayton residents. If you do not have a Will,
or your existing Will is out of date, then Andrew would be happy to assist
in drafting a Will for you, and Smith & Graham will donate 10% of their
charges to a charitable organisation in Great Ayton. Andrew told Spire
“When I read Paul’s article, I felt that there was an opportunity both to
encourage people in the village to get around to making or reviewing a Will
whilst also supporting the work of Christ Church or another worthy local
cause”.
Andrew is happy to arrange to see you at your home for an initial chat with
a view to him professionally drafting a Will for you. As well as Christ
Church, those who choose to use his services can have a choice of other
local charitable organisations to support including Cleveland Mountain
Rescue Team and Yatton House.
If you wish to contact Andrew, please call 01429 271651 or email him at
blair@smithandgraham.co.uk
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THE CHILDREN'S SOCIETY
Happy New Year to you all - we hope you had an enjoyable and healthy
time over Christmas.
On Advent Sunday the annual Christingle Service was held and it was as
good as ever. We thank the singers,
readers and youngsters who performed during the service, and also
the scouts who helped to make the
Christingle oranges. The amount
raised this year was £429.81 which
was excellent.
Just before Christmas the committee sang carols on the High Street
and they were joined by others almost 30 in total. Our thanks go to John & Jamie for their guitar
playing, and also to Laura & Wendy for their solos. The weather was
very blowy, but £192.25 was collected - up on last year when it was
snowy.
Our next event is the Box Opening Coffee Morning, which we are
holding on Wednesday, 26 February, at
10.30 a.m. in The
Parochial Hall, so
please make a note
in your diaries.

Jancie Brown
(723873)
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Mothers’ Union News
Several members went to the Deanery Carol Service
at Brookfield which was lead by Paul. A lovely service
and the Mothers Union Choir were superb.
The Wilton Male Voice Choir entertained us at the
Social afternoon in January and a superb tea was
pooled by our members - thanks to all who provided
and helped during the occasion.
Before Christmas, Kath and I took a loaded car to the Women's Refuge,
for which they were very grateful. We then took some items which had
been donated to the Seafarers. I also have some items for the Prem Baby
Unit which I take periodically during the year. Many thanks to all who
donated any of those items.
A very Happy and Prosperous New Year to everyone.
Wednesday February 5th Annual General Meeting 2pm

Lynda Walker

Classical

Enjoy classical music in an informal
atmosphere whilst enjoying Coffee &
Cake.

Middlesbrough Town Hall
Crypt

This concert features performances
from Andrew Snell (cello), Gidong
Park (violin) and Hannah Peverell
(flute).

Cafe

Sunday 16th February
3pm - 4pm

All are students at Sage Gateshead’s
Centre for Advanced Training.

Tickets £3 under 12s Free
(From Box office 01642 729 729 or pay at door)
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Christmas Remembered

The Puppets help tell the story of Christmas

Panto came to Great
December started with a packed Church for the Ayton with Sleeping
Beauty in the Church
annual Christingle which raised £429.81.
Hall. Six changes for
the Dame!
Well done to all at the
Bradley School of
Dance for a great
show.

Carols on High Green started a
week of Carol Services.

Church Lane in Newton was gridlocked with
cars for the biggest attendance yet for a Carol
Service at St Oswald’s Church. Christ Church
Choir joined us and sang beautifully.
All Saints was packed for the Annual Carol
Service. The Rector of Stokesley, Paul
Hutchinson, played the Harmonium.

Attendances at Carol Services and the Crib
Service are growing, but Communion Services
showing a slight decline.

Christ Church was
beautifully decorated,
with
arrangements
sponsored in memory
of loved ones. The
Memory Tree was
well used and also
raised £67.82 for Herriot Hospice Homecare.

The Choir sang a new Carol, “Never a Baby
Like Jesus. See our Christmas Videos here

Over 400 people attended the Crib Service

A Special Appeal took place at all our Carol Services to raise funds for the
Stockton Based Charity, A Way Out, which helps the young and vulnerable in our
own area.
The Grand Total raised was £3,385
Thank you to all for your generosity. This is how the Services did.

Service

£

Mothers Union Carol Service

72

Freemasons Carol Service

228

All Saints Carol Service

461

St Oswald’s Carol Service

562

Schools Carol Service

237

Christ Church Carol Service

820

Christmas Eve Crib Service

525

Donations

168

Gift Aid added (Great Ayton)

312
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Seven Years On

One fine spring day, some seven years ago, two women sat outside a little
wooden house in Darjeeling. The house was on a steep hillside looking out
over a splendid vista of dark hills and ridges which disappeared into a blue
haze topped by the snowy peaks of the Himalayas. Anything seemed
possible on such a day. How else to explain their decision to open a new
school for the poorer children in the area. They would need absolute
confidence in each other’s capabilities and integrity. Could a shy young
Indian woman and an elderly Englishwoman really make it work? Perhaps it
was the steaming mugs of fragrant Darjeeling tea which sealed the deal?
That day seems
far away as I
watch children
making
their
way down the
school steps in
their smart red
and grey uniforms. Teachers
stand
chatting on the
yard.

Children call “Good morning Miss” and to me “Good morning Ma’am”
There is an air of purpose and order. The children gather in little groups,
girls in one corner, boys in another. Assembly is called and they all line up
in the open air, monitors from the oldest class checking lines are straight.
Later in a spacious classroom in their new building, I admire the colour
scheme, then watch with some surprise as the teacher takes her seat cross
legged on the floor with the children. It was during a previous visit that we
plotted to stop the endless copying from the blackboard by removing it to
a small carpeted area away from the desks. Now I see that this simple ploy
has brought about a major revolution in teaching method.
I enjoy the lesson, the first of many that week, and allow myself a glow of
pride in their achievements. Roseberry School is
already changing young
lives just as we dared to
hope that fine spring morning seven years ago, and
now that the first intake of
pupils have spread their
wings and moved on, empowered by a decent education, I feel more
committed than ever to
making sure the good work continues.
Helen Jones
School Aid India was one of the charities suggested to the PCC that we support
with the donations that come out of our budget. Helen lives in Great Ayton, and
some had already heard of the wonderful work she has done in India with
Roseberry School. To her delight we sent £1,000 in November to help the charity,
which appeared as a godsend at the right time, as many charities are feeling the
pinch. We are delighted to hear of the work here in Spire and will be supporting
the school with our Charity Auction of Surplus Gifts on 1st February. Come along
and give your support.

Rosemary Retiring as Churchwarden
At this year’s Annual Church Meeting for Great
Ayton and Easby, Rosemary Wheway will be retiring
as Churchwarden after eight years in the post.
Always cheerful, reliable and positive, Rosemary has
been a reassuring presence in Church, always keeping an eye out for newcomers and to ensure the right
people are in the right place at the right time.
Rosemary has always led from the front, always being
willing to be personally involved in what ever has
been going on. When the Bazaar finished several years ago, Rosemary
rallied folk together for a most successful Coffee Morning each year since.
The Churchwarden’s role also involves a certain amount of committee
work, as they are the legal guardians of the Church, taking a lead in the
maintenance of the buildings and abiding by current legislation in health and
safety and Child Protection. We have been very fortunate to have someone
so well organised and committed to our Church. I am sure I speak for
Eugene, Eric and Martin, all of whom have served alongside Rosemary as
Churchwarden, in paying tribute to her as a wonderful colleague to work
alongside.
In stepping down from Churchwarden, Rosemary will remain involved in
many of her other commitments in the life of our Church, in particular with
the running of the Church Visiting Group.
Now the search is on to find someone else willing to take on this ancient
and important office in our Church. Martin Simmons will be standing again
as the other Churchwarden. Over recent years we have tried to have a man
and a woman, but it is not a necessity.
Could God be calling you to make a special contribution to the life of Christ
Church in this way? Or perhaps you know just the person who would be
really good in doing it. Time to start praying now that the right person may
come forward.
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Youth work project celebrates 10th Anniversary,
and still going strong!
A local project is celebrating 10 years of
Christian youth work at Stokesley School.
A full- and a part-time Christian youth
worker are funded by many local churches
and individuals in the area, including Christ
Church. The project is linked to the UKwide organisation Youth for Christ, which
also organises visits by young people from
the USA, who come for up to a year to
work on a voluntary basis alongside the
regular staff. The team provides input into
RE lessons and assemblies at the school, runs lunchtime clubs, provides
personal mentoring, and runs a "Cafe Church" event at Costa, Stokesley
once a month. Outside of school, the team also works with several church
youth groups in the area. The chair of the committee which oversees the
project, Stuart Johnson, commented: "We are excited to be celebrating 10
years of this very important work, which is an excellent partnership
between the project staff, gap year volunteers, local churches, and the
school staff. We have seen so many young people growing in faith as a
result of the project, and look forward to much more! We are very grateful
to our generous supporters who make this work possible."
As a celebration of the anniversary the project has organised a

Ceilidh,
which will be held on
Saturday 1st March at St Joseph's Church Hall, Stokesley,
with The Cleveland Bays.
All are invited - tickets are available from Stuart Johnson (710184) Chris
Stokeld (723573), or Geoff Jaques (722979) priced £7 single / £20 family
(includes a pie and pea supper). Come along and find out more about the
project, and shake off the winter blues!
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YORKSHIRE CANCER RESEARCH
Great Ayton & District Committee
Our Annual lunch raised the magnificent sum of £2938.04. Thank you
to all who supported this and all our other events throughout the year.
Special thanks to Stephan Sanders for supplying the salads and potatoes,
to Frank and staff of Petch’s Butchers for the delicious quiches, and to
all the ladies and gentlemen who worked so hard on the day.

The next fund raiser is the House to House Collection, March 2nd March 9th. If anyone would be willing to collect from a small number of
houses, we would be grateful. Please ring 722044 or 723334.
There will be a Coffee Morning at Ingleby Greenhow Village Hall on
March 15th 10am - 12 noon. Tickets £1.50. Tombola, Cakes and Raffle.
We are delighted that the members of Great Ayton Workingmen's Club
have nominated Yorkshire Cancer Research as their chosen charity for
2014. We wish them every success with their fund raising.
Margaret Stevens
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Top of the Tree
The Dickinson’s thought the tree looked nice
The children thought so too.
"But we haven't got an angel
And we haven't got a star."
Said Helen very sadly and she shed a salty tear.
"Go rummage in your toy box,"
The thought came in her head.
But she didn't find an angel
And she didn't find a star,
Only a tiny teddy, much the worse for wear.
Helen wrapped it up in tinsel
With a bottle top for a crown.
Then placed it very carefully
Atop the Christmas tree.
WHAT IS LOVE.....
The teddy thought,"I've made it,
Takes a lifetime of ambition
Love is caring about each other.
To get right to the top."
Father, Mother, Sister, Brother.
And to his wonder and delight
He stayed there 'til twelfth night!
Love is two people making a vow.
Love is making up after a row.
Jim Knights
Love is holding your baby close too.
Love is sharing the things that you do.
In a sermon after Christmas I happened to remark that we either put
an Angel or a Star on top of our
Christmas trees, because in St. Luke’s
Gospel it was an Angel that heralded
the birth of Jesus, whereas in St Matthew’s Gospel it was a Star that led
the Wise Men.

Love is for people lost and found.
Love is in Nature all around.
Love is of music & romantic nights.
Love is a red rose & “Wuthering
Heights”.
Love is in poetry, books & art.
Love is in hymns, songs of the heart.

On asking for a show of hands it was
apparent someone had something
else on top of their tree! This got Jim
thinking and the poem above was the
result.

.......GOD IS LOVE
Jean Cumbor
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From the Registers
Holy Baptism
24th November
18th December
21st December
29th December
16th January

Joseph George Wilson
Alexandra Grant
Molly Rose Greenhalgh
Abigail Valerie Prunty
Luke Taylor
Finlay Stonehouse

We saw the worldwide Christian family at work this Christmas. Alexandra Grant from
Canada, was baptised whilst visiting her grandmother, Joan Lithgow. Abigail Prunty had
her Godfather also join her from Canada via a Skype link, and Molly Greenhalgh had done
similar to Sweden the previous week. At Linda Sigsworth’s funeral we also had a live link
to her son and his family in Australia.

Christian Burial and Cremation
29th November
2nd December
9th December
19th December
23rd December
3rd January
16th January

Stephen Walton
John Cook
Del Cansfield
Laurie Cowley
Ken Smith
Mike Nichols
Linda Sigsworth

Services in Magenta at St Oswald’s, Newton
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Parish website
Church Office e-mail
Diocese of York
Stokesley Deanery
A Church Near You

www.christchurchgreatayton.org.uk
greatayton.parishoffice@virgin.net
www.dioceseofyork.org.uk
www.stokesleydeanery.org.uk
www.acny.org.uk

Sitting on the side of the highway waiting to catch speeding drivers, a State Police Officer
sees a car puttering along at 22 MPH. He thinks to himself, "This driver is just as dangerous
as a speeder!" So he turns on his lights and pulls the driver over. Approaching the car, he
notices that there are five old ladies -- two in the front seat and three in the back - eyes
wide and white as ghosts. The driver, obviously confused, says to him, "Officer, I don't
understand, I was doing exactly the speed limit! What seems to be the problem?"
"Ma'am," the officer replies, "You weren't speeding, but you should know that driving
slower than the speed limit can also be a danger to other drivers."
"Slower than the speed limit?" she asked. No sir, I was doing the speed limit exactly...
Twenty-Two miles an hour!" the old woman says a bit proudly. The State Police officer,
trying to contain a chuckle explains to her that "22" was the route number, not the speed
limit. A bit embarrassed, the woman grinned and thanked the officer for pointing out her
error.
"But before I let you go, Ma'am, I have to ask... Is everyone in this car ok? These women
seem awfully shaken and they haven't muttered a single peep this whole time." the officer
asks. "Oh, they'll be all right in a minute officer. We just got off Route 119."

Bubba walked into a doctor's office and the receptionist asked him what he had.
Bubba said: "Shingles." So she wrote down his name, address, medical insurance
# & told him to have a seat.
Fifteen minutes later a nurse's aide came out and asked Bubba what he had. Bubba said,
"Shingles." So she wrote down his height, weight, a complete medical history and told
Bubba to wait in the examining room.
A half hour later a nurse came in and asked Bubba what he had. Bubba said, "Shingles." So
the nurse gave Bubba a blood test, a blood pressure test, an electrocardiogram, and told
Bubba to take off all his clothes and wait for the doctor.
An hour later the doctor came in and found Bubba sitting patiently in the nude and asked
Bubba what he had. Bubba said, "Shingles."
Editor of Spire
The doctor asked, "Where?"
Bubba said, "Outside on the truck. Where
Paul Peverell
do you want me to unload 'em??"

revpev@btinternet.com
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The Parishes of Great Ayton with Easby
and Newton under Roseberry
Services
Christ Church, Great Ayton
Sunday

8.00am Holy Communion
9.15am Parish Communion
with Sunday School
11.00am Come & Praise (2nd Sunday of month)
Evening Worship - as announced in the Diary

Tuesday

9.30am

Wednesday

10.00am Holy Communion - in Christ Church

Little Fishes Carer & Toddler Group

At St Oswald’s, Newton under Roseberry
Sunday

11.00am Services on 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month only
1st & 5th Holy Communion; 3rd All Age Worship

For enquiries about Baptisms, Banns and Marriages, please come to
Christ Church Vestry on Fridays from 6pm - 7pm

v V v V v V v V v V v V v V v
Vicar

Rev’d Paul Peverell
Rev’d Geoff Jaques
Rev’d Jon Dean
Readers
Mrs Margaret Lewis
Mr Peter Titchmarsh
Churchwardens Mrs Rosemary Wheway
Dr Martin Simmons
Organist
Dr Craig Cartwright
PCC Secretary Mrs Julie Bourke
PCC Treasurer Mr Ken Taylor
Electoral Roll
Mrs Alison Lambert
Child Protection Mrs Gail Juckes
Gift Aid Sec.
Mrs Sheila Levett

The Vicarage, Low Green 722333
132 Roseberry Crescent
722979
White House, Dikes Lane 722649
97 Wheatlands
722628
3 Greenacre Close
724153
Southbrook, Dikes Lane
722451
Meadow Lodge, Dikes Lane 723148
07554422779
12 Yarm Lane
724508
The Recess, Newton Rd.
722400
54 Roseberry Crescent
722565
69a High Street
723504
34 Wainstones Close
723034

Church Hall Office
For Church Hall bookings, please contact the Church Office Tel 722665 on Monday
or Friday 9 am - 12 noon, and Thursdays 10 - 12 noon or leave a message.

Email. greatayton.parishoffice@virgin.net
Printed by Quoin Publishing Ltd., 17 North Street, Middlesbrough, TS2 1JP
Tel 01642 252023 quoinpublishing@yahoo.co.uk
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